The Importance of Early Detection
This survey shows that during the decennium 1924-34 there
were discovered 261 cases of adult type disease, 5,620 cases of
the childhood type, and 12,323 suspected cases, the great majority
of which would have remained undetected in the absence of
some such comprehensive scheme of investigation.   The value of
the scheme, if followed by the adoption of appropriate measures
of prophylaxis and treatment for those in whom evidence of
infection has been obtained, is that it provides protection against
the recrudescence of latent lesions during the more susceptible
periods of adolescence and adult life.
Somewhat similar investigations are carried out in America
in connexion with the special groups of college students and
medical students. According to Shepard fifty colleges have
adopted a special scheme for the detection of tuberculosis among
the pupils with routine yearly examinations. It is stated that
each year among college students there is an average of six per
thousand with evidence of the adult type of tuberculosis, and that
in the country as a whole 30 per cent give a positive reaction to
tuberculin. Long and Seibert give the following results obtained
by them as to the ratio of positive reactors in college students in
different geographical areas in America: Atlantic States, 46-6 per
cent, Central States, 27-2 per cent; Mountain States, 45-5 per
cent; and Pacific States, 39-5 per cent.
The incidence of clinical tuberculosis has been found to be
relatively high in the medical/student group, and it is significant
to note that the risk is greatest during third and fourth years of
study. This increased risk is no doubt due to the confinement
and strain associated writh study, to underfeeding in certain
cases, and to the greater risk of massive infection. The statistics
given by Lees and quoted by Long show that in the University
of Pennsylvania radiological examination revealed the following
incidence of tuberculosis in various groups of students. Under/
graduates, 0'6 per cent; freshmen, 0*3 per cent; law students, nil
in 165; and medical students, 5-8 per cent.
The inferences to be drawn from group investigations carried
out as described above are important and may direct attention
to further developments in the field of prophylaxis. Long, in his
communication already referred to, emphasizes the importance
of detecting the presence of pulmonary tuberculosis at the stage
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